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LOS ANGELES (April 8, 2022) – Crimson Square Theatre Company, are pleased to 
present LIVE AT THE PURPLE LOUNGE, a world premiere comedy by five talented 
playwrights, examining the humorous and not-so-humorous moments of five remarkable 
women trying to make it in the cutthroat world of stand-up comedy.  Directed by 
Elisabeth Tsubota.  Opening Friday, April 22, at 8pm, at Beverly Hills Playhouse, 
running through May 22, 2022. Performances are Friday & Saturday 8:00PM and 
Sunday 7:00PM. Information and tickets available at: www.CrimsonSquare.org  
 
ABOUT THE SHOW  
 
Live At The Purple Lounge pulls back the curtain on the lives of five female stand-up 
comedians in varying stages of their careers. In the green room of the infamous "Purple 
Lounge" comedy club, relationships are tested, love is lost and found, and sacrifices are 
made as the play examines the humorous and not-so-humorous moments of five 
extraordinary women trying to make it in the cutthroat world of stand-up comedy. 



ABOUT THE CAST AND PRODUCTION TEAM 
Written by Caroline Patz, Kari Pickering, Rachel Drayke, Elisabeth Tsubota, and Faye 
Viviana (from Crimson Square Writer's Lab) 
Directed by Elisabeth Tsubota 
Starring Maria Proios, Mia Christou, Isabella Olivas, Diana Murphy, Jeffrey Sun, 
Phoebe Pearl, James Fahselt, Laura Diamond, Allison Carmen Cervantes, and 
Cameron Meyer 
Produced by Crimson Square Theatre Company 
 
 
VENUE – PERFORMANCES - TICKETS  
At the Beverly Hills Playhouse, 254 S Robertson Blvd, Beverly Hills, CA 90211 
Opens April 22nd - Closes May 22nd, 2022 
Fridays / Saturdays 8pm and Sundays 7pm 
Tickets are $30 and available at www.crimsonsquare.org/buy-tickets 
 

### 
 
 
BIOS 
 
JEFFREY SUN (John) This will be his debut performance with Crimson Square but he is no 
stranger to the theatre company. Originally from the San Francisco Bay Area, Jeffrey made his 
stage debut in the San Francisco production of Allen Barton’s ENGAGEMENT in 2014. In 2015, 
he performed in Jordan Harrison’s MAPLE & VINE (Los Altos Stage Co.), and David Henry 
Hwang’s CHINGLISH (Palo Alto Players) where he received a nomination from Theatre Bay 
Area for Best Supporting Actor. In 2016, he had the wonderful opportunity to direct and perform 
in the San Francisco production of YELLOW FACE by David Henry Hwang at the Firescape 
theatre where it was nominated in the SF Bay Area Theatre Critics Circle. And in 2018, he 
reprised his role for the Los Angeles production of YELLOW FACE at The Beverly Hills 
Playhouse. Jeffrey has appeared in WHY WOMEN KILL (Paramount +), THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD (CBS), and the upcoming FX show, THE PATIENT. Huge thanks and 
appreciation to Allen Barton, Faye Viviana, Elisabeth Tsubota, The Beverly Hills Playhouse, 
Crimson Square, and to the cast and crew. 
 
 
MARIA PROIOS (Bethany) Maria is an actress and a professional photographer. She was born 
in Greece and has spent parts of her childhood both in Athens and the East Coast of the United 
States. Her artistic journey began with piano and singing and evolved into the visual arts, mainly 
rendering and photography. Her nomadic upbringing between two different cultures has yielded 
a strong fascination for human behavior and the fun of portraying it. She has been a member of 
the Beverly Hills Playhouse since 2017. 
 
  
DIANA MURPHY (Sydney) Having worked in television MALCOLM IN THE MIDDLE and film 
GOOD MORNING, this is her Los Angeles stage debut. Thank you to Beverly Hills Playhouse, 
Allen Barton, Elisabeth Tsubota, and Faye Viviana for the opportunity. Natalie, Declan, and 
Gary - my love, thank you for your continuous support and encouragement.  



PHOEBE PEARL (Lena) Phoebe was born and raised in Los Angeles. She attended the Los 
Angeles County High School for the Arts and then the Boston Conservatory for college on 
scholarship. Two years into college, she auditioned on a whim to be a Radio City Rockette and 
danced with the company for several seasons. She took a year off to go on the national tour of 
the stage production of DIRTY DANCING understudying “Baby”. She has also performed in 
plays and musicals at various regional theaters all over the country. Her favorite on screen 
credits include a recurring character on THE DEUCE (HBO) and THE MARVELOUS MRS. 
MAISEL (Amazon Prime). She also wrote and directed a short film that did very well in the 
festival circuit.  
 

CAROLYN BRIDGET KENNEDY (Understudy) 
Carolyn is an award-winning actor (SAG-AFTRA, ACTRA) and filmmaker hailing from Canada 
(Eh?) and living in Los Angeles since 2018. She is an improv maven having completed 
Advanced Improv at The Groundlings (invited to Writing Lab in their Performance Track), the 
Upright Citizens Brigade program, and the Second City Hollywood Conservatory program. She 
studies acting in the Advanced Class at Beverly Hills Playhouse, and has trained with Larry 
Moss, Margie Haber, and Lesly Kahn. She created web series and short films that have 
garnered over 115 film festival laurels worldwide. She also created and co-wrote a TV comedy 
pilot script “InFirm”, which was a Quarterfinalist at the Oscar®-Qualifying HollyShorts Film 
Festival, CineStory Foundation TV Competition, and other notable festivals. She also wrote 
spec Saturday Night Live sketches and late-night television comedy packets. She is an 
accomplished voice-over actor, with a national booking, and played the lead, “Margaret”, in live 
performances of an episode of the Radio Play, FATHER KNOWS BEST, produced by SAG-
AFTRA at The Autry. 
 

JAMES FAHSELT (Travis) James is the son of Indra a Fijian born Indian woman who moved to 
San Diego, Ca with her brother Eddie. Around the same time David Fahselt from Flint, Michigan 
a man of German descent was stationed at The Naval Base in San Diego. They had their first 
and only child James Rajneel Fahselt December 21, 1985 and oh was he a real keeper, hence 
just the one. James grew up playing almost every sport he was allowed, but golf was the winner 
of them all by the time he was 14, he played tournaments all over the world, then playing in 
college at San Francisco State University. Then playing in mini-tour (semi-professional) events 
all over the South-West. Somewhere in that journey he ended up working at a golf course in Los 
Angeles where his golf passion dwindled to sorts, but found a passion for acting, he was 
exhilarated from the fear he was confronting in himself that had been built up from a very 
secluded only-child up bringing coupled with one of the most lonely single-man sports there is. 
James has been chasing this exhilaration of acting for the past 8 years working in commercials, 
films, and television. James has appeared in two episodes of CURB YOUR ENTHUSIASM 
(HBO MAX) as “Jimmy The Golf Pro'', recently played a U.S. soldier in Peter Farrelley’s THE 
GREATEST BEER RUN EVER , has also been writing and producing many of his own shorts. 
James has been training his craft at The Beverly Hills Playhouse for seven plus years and his 
teacher Allen Barton has been a huge force in the progress of his career. The fear of the 
unknown and possibilities of what can come from stretching the form of storytelling is what 
drives James’s work and passion for creativity.  
 

CAMERON MEYER (Abbie) is thrilled to be working again with Crimson Square, with whom 
she recently appeared in SEX WITH STRANGERS. She first gained attention for her theatre 
work in the world premiere play SAFE by Chuck Rose, for which she was featured on the cover 



of Variety. Other credits include THREE SISTERS at the Odyssey Theatre, as well as world 
premieres at the Skylight, Hayworth, and Greenway Court theatres. Recent projects include 
FX’s SNOWFALL and the horror podcast THE BURNED PHOTO, and she just completed 
filming on the feature CAPTAIN TSUNAMI’S ARMY and the pilot LEGEND OF A HOLLYWOOD 
PRODUCER. She has appeared on several hit television shows including CRIMINAL MINDS, 
MELISSA & JOEY, THE MENTALIST, UNFORGETTABLE, and HART OF DIXIE, as well as in 
Lifetime films including A VERY MERRY TOY STORE in which she played Billy Gardell’s 
henchwoman. She trains at the Beverly Hills Playhouse. For more info on her acting and 
voiceover work, her website is www.cameronmeyer.com 
 

ALLISON CARMEN CERVANTES (Anna) is elated to be back on stage in this Crimson 
Square’s world premiere! Known for WILD WEST CHRONICLES, LA DAMNATION DE FAUST, 
& CARMINA BURANA, Allison is also a vocalist and an alumnus of Berklee College of Music. 
Previous performances include productions with LA Opera, LA Philharmonic, and the LA Master 
Chorale in the US, Brazil, & the United Kingdom. 
 

LAURA DIAMOND (Logan) started as a professional dancer in Arizona and moved on to 
theatre and film in Los Angeles. Previous productions include fringe festival’s  “Houdini” and 
“Delusion” and is elated to be back on stage with this talented group of female writers and 
actors with Crimson Square! 
 

ISABELLA OLIVAS (Rory) Isabella is delighted to be making her Crimson Square debut after 
coming to study at BHP almost a year ago! Her regional theater credits include Mamma Mia! 
(McCoy Rigby Entertainment), 42nd Street, Parade, Young Frankenstein and Hello, Dolly! (3-D 
Theatricals), Catch Me If You Can, Guys and Dolls (Musical Theatre West), and Bye Bye Birdie 
(Cabrillo Music Theatre). Recent television credits include Something Bit Me (National 
Geographic) and Reasonable Doubt (Investigation Discovery). Isabella trained and performed 
with Houston Ballet and Long Beach Ballet and graduated from UCLA with a B.S. in Biology. 
When she’s not performing, she’s probably doing math for fun. @isabellamolivas 
 

MILES LOGAN COOPER (Understudy)  Miles recently performed at the Ketchum Idaho 
Shakespeare Festival portraying the role of Angelo in The Comedy of Errors. He also performed 
Bad Jews at Ophelia's Jump Theater Company playing Liam. He was part of the original 
production of Elysian Fields at the New York Fringe Festival where he won the NYC Fringe 
Festival Overall Excellence Award with his portrayal of Allen Grey. Miles graduated with a BFA 
in acting from The College of Santa Fe where he was taught by the great Clare Davidson and 
Victor Talmadge. He currently studies under Allen Barton’s advanced scene study class at the 
Beverly Hills Playhouse 
 

CAROLINE PATZ (Writer - Scene 1) is an actor from Albuquerque, New Mexico, who has 
dedicated her life to the art of storytelling since she was 12. Acting credits include: BREAKING 
BAD, PREACHER, and DAYBREAK - as well as her debut short film, in which she 
wrote/produced/directed/acted: FIRST KISS (Best Actress, Best Comedic Short). As a founding 
member of the Writer’s Lab in 2020, she is so excited to be part of Crimson’s Square’s first 
original show.  



KARI PICKERING (Writer - Scene 2) An actor and a writer, she attended the American Musical 
and Dramatic Academy before receiving a BFA in musical theatre from The New School. She 
has written several pilots with her writing partner that have placed in multiple screenplay 
competitions. Kari has acted in numerous sketches for THE SOUP and CONAN and her film 
credits include WUNDERKIND, BLIND DATE, and TUESDAY, the latter of which she also wrote 
and directed. She starred in the suspenseful horror short, SOME THING, which recently 
premiered at Screamfest Horror Film Festival in L.A. She played “Caitlyn” in mentoring 
playwright/director Allen Barton's original play, CIRCLING, and is thrilled to be back in the 
theater, this time in a writing capacity.  She lives in Los Angeles with her husband and their 
adorable baby boy. 
 

RACHEL DRAYKE (Writer - Scene 3) Originally from the Southeast, Rachel has worked in LA, 
NYC, and Atlanta. A singer from the time she was 7, she was drawn to performance at an early 
age and moved to New York to study theatre and film at Pace University.  She has been a 
member of the Writer's Lab since 2020 and couldn't be more thrilled for her LA writing debut! 
Catch her this spring in THE GIRL FROM PLAINVILLE, streaming on Hulu. Fav. credits include: 
DIXIELAND (with Riley Keough and Faith Hill), “Abigail” in WHISKEY PANTS (Audience 
Award), and “Paige” in THE CARDINAL RULE. @racheldrayke #loveislove 
 

ELISABETH TSUBOTA (Director/ Writer- Scene 4) is a writer, filmmaker, and performer 
whose screenwriting journey began in 2017 when her screenplay ESCAPE FROM EDEN was 
optioned by producer Jonas McCord (Ask the Dusk, The Young Riders). She is a 2021 AFF 
Second Rounder and was a quarterfinalist in the Shore Scripts 2018 Screenplay Contest. Her 
prose has been featured in publications such as The Griffith Review and Newton Literary. She 
recently completed SAVANNAH, a short film which she wrote and directed, currently in the 
festival circuit. A graduate of Syracuse University’s College of Visual and Performing Arts, she 
continues to build a body of work focusing on grounded sci-fi, dark humor, and the multi-racial 
experience. Elisabeth is thrilled to be part of Crimson Square’s first world premiere and have the 
opportunity to work alongside such a talented group of writers and actors.  
 
 
MIA CHRISTOU (Victoria) has been chomping at the bit to return to the boards since March 
15th 2020, when Allen Barton's CIRCLING reached the end of its workshop run and lockdown 
began.  She has been a longtime member of the Beverly Hills Playhouse where she is now a 
teacher and continues to study.  In 2019, she played Stephanie Abrahams in Tom Kempinski’s 
DUET FOR ONE, directed by Allen Barton, and that same year, she produced and designed 
Stephen Sachs’ BAKERSFIELD MIST.  She co-wrote and directed THE POPE OF JOCELYN 
HOLLOW - which won the TAG AWARD for Best One Woman Show. She won Best Actress in 
2018 for her portrayal of “Masha” in Durang's VANYA & SONIA & MASHA & SPIKE, and has 
worked in Film, TV and Theatre on three continents.  Previous training includes a long stint 
with her mentor Irma Sandrey of The Lee Strasberg Theatre Institute in New York, and with 
Cicely Berry at the Royal Shakespeare Company. When she isn’t entrenched in all things 
acting, she paints obsessively.  She lives in Los Angeles with her husband Giles Masters and 
their two pugs, Percy and Reg.   
 

Allen Barton - Mentoring Playwright/ Mentoring Director/ Owner of Beverly Hills 
Playhouse 



Allen Barton is a Los Angeles-based playwright/author, director, teacher and classical 
pianist. Plays include CIRCLING (2018), DISCONNECTION (2015), YEARS TO THE DAY 
(2013), and ENGAGEMENT (2010).  YEARS TO THE DAY was named one of Los Angeles’ 
10 Best New Plays by LA Weekly, and has since been performed in ten cities across three 
continents. Directing credits include ENGAGEMENT, THE REAL THING, RABBIT HOLE, 
THE LAST FIVE YEARS, BURN THIS, THE HEIDI CHRONICLES, OLEANNA, SPEED-
THE-PLOW, GRUESOME PLAYGROUND INJURIES, BRILLIANT TRACES, and THE 
HOME AND THE WHY. Allen earned many years’ worth of L.A. stage, television and film 
credits as an actor, and he is also active as a classical pianist - he was a prizewinner in the 
2002 Los Angeles Liszt Society Competition, has recorded five compact discs (available on 
Apple Music and other streaming services) and performs solo recitals regularly on both 
coasts. In 2010 he was made a Steinway Artist.  A native of Boston, a graduate of Harvard 
University and longtime student of the late Milton Katselas, Allen is currently owner and 
principal teacher at the renowned Beverly Hills Playhouse acting school. His 2017 book 
THE OASIS OF INSANITY (available at Amazon) is a memoir of his apprenticeship with 
Katselas, as well as a guidebook to the study and pursuit of acting in the 21st century. Allen 
lives in Los Angeles with his wife, three children, and a black Labrador Retriever.   
 

FAYE VIVIANA (Executive Producer/Writer - Scene 5) Faye is an actress, producer, and 
award-winning filmmaker. Her professional ballet career with American Ballet Theatre cut short 
by injury in 2007, she pivoted to acting and filmmaking. She has appeared in numerous roles on 
TV, most notably for LONGMIRE (Netflix), S.W.A.T. (CBS), and DEPUTY (FOX) to name a few, 
and many independent films. After working as an independent film producer for other 
companies for several years, she branched out on her own, founding V3 Productions in 2018. 
She is a founding member and the executive producer of Crimson Square.  She has produced I 
AM MY OWN WIFE, DINNER WITH FRIENDS, COCK, SEX WITH STRANGERS and THE 
HOW AND THE WHY under the Crimson Square Banner. Presenting Crimson Square’s first 
World Premiere of the CSTC Writer’s Lab original work LIVE AT THE PURPLE LOUNGE is a 
dream come true. She is passionate about all facets of storytelling, exploring the human 
condition, and has a pretty serious book addiction. 


